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Leningrad siege survivor Lyudmila Vasilyeva staged a rare anti-war protest in St. Petersburg
on the third anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the local news outlet
Bumaga reported Monday.

The 83-year-old Vasilyeva stood outside the Gostiny Dvor shopping center in central St.
Petersburg holding a sign that read: “People, let’s stop the war! We’re responsible for peace
on planet Earth.”

Police attempted to detain Vasilyeva 10 minutes into her protest, but she told Bumaga that she
refused to leave without a lawyer.

“They asked me who ordered me to come, but you can tell that no one sent me,” she told the
news outlet.
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Despite police pressure, Vasilyeva continued her protest for an hour without being detained.
She said at least five officers attempted to persuade her to stop.

“I told them they follow criminal orders and that they’re also responsible for this war,” she
said, claiming some officers privately agreed with her.

Vasilyeva was briefly detained at least three times for protesting in the early days of Russia’s
full-scale invasion in 2022. She unsuccessfully ran for the office of St. Petersburg governor
last year.

In Moscow, residents marked the war’s anniversary on Monday by laying flowers and written
messages at the base of a statue of Ukrainian poet Lesya Ukrainka.

Anti-war protests have been criminalized in Russia, with activists jailed, forced underground
or driven into exile.
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