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Russia on Sunday said its forces had captured villages in two key frontline areas of eastern
Ukraine as they advance towards the supply hub of Pokrovsk and the industrial town of
Kurakhove.

The defense ministry said in a daily briefing that troops had "liberated" the village of Vesely
Gai south of Kurakhove and the village of Pushkine south of Pokrovsk, both in the Donetsk
region.

Russia has been grinding forward for months in the Donetsk region and its troops have
recently accelerated their advance.

They captured more Ukrainian territory in November than in any month since March 2022,
according to AFP analysis of data from the US Institute for the Study of War.
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Ukraine's Khortytsia group of troops on Sunday reported ongoing "exhausting clashes" on
the outskirts of Kurakhove and in the town itself, as well as further north in the heavily
battered hilltop town of Chasiv Yar.

"The situation is complex and changing. Our troops are currently taking measures to improve
the tactical situation," the group of troops said on Telegram.
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