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In the nearly two years since the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, a common criticism of
Russians by outside observers has been that they largely continue to live their lives as if
nothing serious is happening.

In this episode, we take a closer look at how Russians are living amid the war. We speak with
residents of Moscow and St. Petersburg who share how their lives have been changed by the
war. We later hear from leading sociologist Denis Volkov about how the behavior of Russian
society is unique and what trends have emerged in different regions of the country.

The Moscow Times recently published a report on the Muscovites who party hard as a form of
escapism from the war. For this episode, we asked the report’s author if she was shocked by
such behavior when she returned to the Russian capital after several months abroad. You can
read the article here.

Russia on the Record is a podcast where Moscow Times journalists, independent experts and
ordinary Russians reflect, analyze and explain what’s going on in Russia right now. You can
listen to us on the following platforms:

Apple Podcasts

Spotify

Amazon Music

Google Podcasts

YouTube
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