30 YEARS

France Probes Suspected Poisoning of
Russian Journalist Who Staged TV
Protest

By AFP

October 13,2023

.

Marina Ovsyannikova. Marina Ovsyannikova / Instagram
Updated with Ovsyannikova's remarks.

French prosecutors on Thursday opened a probe into the suspected poisoning of exiled
Russian journalist Marina Ovsyannikova, who brandished an anti-war poster on state
television after Moscow invaded Ukraine last year.

The journalist, now living in France, felt unwell when she opened the door to her apartment in
the center of Paris and noticed a powdery substance, according to a source close to the
investigation who asked not to be named.

Another source said the journalist told investigators she had been poisoned by Russian
security services and samples were taken at her home. But a third source added that "at this
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stage" there was no evidence that suggested poisoning.

Ovsyannikova later confirmed being hospitalized after falling ill on the street but denied being
poisoned.

“I’m feeling much better now. Most of the test results are back. There are no toxic substances
in the blood. We’re not talking about poisoning,” she said on the messaging app Telegram.

Related article: Russia Jails State TV Protester 8.5 Years in Absentia

No white powder had been found, she added, contrary to initial reports.

"The deterioration of my condition was so sudden that the French police decided to
investigate," Ovsyannikova said.

The exiled journalist, who fled Russia last October, held up an anti-war poster during the
main evening news program on Russia's Channel One in March 2022.

Earlier this month, Russian authorities sentenced her in absentia to eight years in prison for a
separate protest she held outside the Kremlin last year.

Reporters Without Borders's secretary general Christophe Deloire had written on the social
media website X (formerly Twitter) that Ovsyannikova felt unwell in the street early in the
morning on Thursday.

"The Paris prosecutor's office has opened an investigation into suspected poisoning,' Deloire
said at the time.
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