
Moscow-Installed Authorities in
Occupied Ukraine Lift Martial Law as
Crimea Tourists Flee
July 17, 2023

Vehicles drive along the Taganrog-Mariupol highway in Russia-occupied Ukraine. Sergei Malgavko /
TASS

Russian-installed authorities in occupied southeastern Ukraine announced they would
temporarily suspend President Vladimir Putin’s martial law order for those seeking
alternative exit routes from Crimea after a deadly drone attack damaged a bridge connecting
the annexed peninsula to mainland Russia early Monday.

Putin declared martial law — which restricts movement and sets curfews — in the partially-
controlled Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions that he annexed last fall.

The Kremlin-installed heads of occupied Donetsk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia issued
statements Monday ensuring round-the-clock traffic on roads leading to and from Crimea. 

Eyewitnesses and live traffic maps showed major congestion along roads leading from
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northern Crimea into the occupied Kherson region, then onto the cities of Melitopol and
Mariupol before reaching southern Russia’s Rostov region.

Related article: Russia Blames Kyiv for Deadly Drone Attack on Crimea Bridge

Reports from on the ground showed police vehicles blocking entry onto the Crimea bridge and
rerouting vehicles back toward the Black Sea peninsula.

Local authorities boosted air defense coverage while security services eased traffic control
measures to encourage drivers to take the alternative route through territories captured by
the Russian forces during the 17-month invasion of Ukraine.

The Association of Tour Operators of Russia (ATOR) said longer travel times of around eight
hours across 400 kilometers and lack of GPS coverage would likely stifle demand for the
evacuation route.

“People fear for their safety,” ATOR said.

Related article: In Photos: Traffic Jams and Panicked Vacationers in Crimea Following Bridge
Attack

The Kremlin said Putin had ordered to organize the flow of traffic — including assistance to
drivers — to and from Crimea, but it did not offer concrete details on the measures that would
be undertaken.

At least 50,000 Russian tourists were estimated to be in Crimea at the time of the attack, most
of whom traveled there by car.

Train services and ferries between mainland Russia and Crimea were working with delays on
the day of the drone attack.

Commercial flights to Moscow-annexed Crimea have been suspended after the start of the
war in Ukraine, and most Russian tourists drive to Crimea through the bridge. 

AFP contributed reporting.
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