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A member of Wagner group stands guard outside the headquarters of the Russian Southern Military
District in the city of Rostov-on-Don. AFP

IToxopx: hike, walk, march

Like just about everyone else reading this, I watched Russia very closely for about 30 hours
over the weekend, and despite all that and a lifetime of experience with the place, I have no
idea what happened. What was it? Mutiny? Rebellion? Attempted coup?

As I look back, it seems that what it was depended on the day and speaker.

When Vladimir Putin first spoke to the nation on Saturday, he called what was happening a
msaTexx, which is a kind of mutiny, insurrection or uprising. In fact, he spoke directly to the
MATe;KHUKY (insurrectionists, mutineers): O6paiaroch 1 K TéM, KOro 00MaHOM HIH
yIpO3aMUu BTSIHY/IU B IPECTYITHYIO aBaHTIOPY, TOJIKHY/IN HA YTh TSI’KKOT'0 NIPEeCTYIIEHUS
— BOOPY>KEéHHOTro MsTesKa (I am speaking to those who have been drawn into this criminal
undertaking by deception or threat, who have been pushed onto the path of committing a
serious crime — an armed uprising).

Putin portrayed what was happening as a major threat, one that would do no less than
determine the future of Russia: 3Ta 6uTBa, Korja peraeTcsi cyabba Halllero Hapojia, TpebyeT
eIMHEeHMS BCeX CUJI, eIMHCTBA, KOHCOIUAAIuK 1 oTBeTcTBeHHOCTHU (This is a battle when
the fate of our people is in the balance, demanding the solidarity of all forces, unity,
consolidation and responsibility).

It’s really bad: 9To yaap B criuHYy Hallled cTpaHe U Hamemy Hapoay (This is a stab in the back
of our country and people) and a3To nmeHHO npepaTenbcTBO (this is nothing less than
treason). Putin uses various words for treason, blackmail and mutiny nearly a dozen times. He
even compares it to the uprising of 1917 and the civil war it eventually led to. He calls it cmyTa,
arich word that is redolent of the dark days of the distant past. CMmyTHoe Bpems (translated as
the Time of Troubles) was the period between dynasties, a time of anarchy, wars, usurpers of
the throne, and invading armies. CmyTa can mean civil unrest and disruptions of public order,
chaos, and turmoil.
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On Day Two Putin was presumably too busy to speak to the public. On Day Three when it was
over, he still painted a dark picture of what had happened, saying that opranuzaTopsr
MSTe’Ka, IIpefiaB CBOIO CTPaHy, CBOM Hapo/i, IIpefaly U TeX, KOT0o BTSIHY/IU B IPeCTYIVIeHUE
(the organizers of the uprising betrayed their country and their people and then betrayed the
people they roped in to committing this crime).

He called it msaaTesk three times in as many sentences, but — drumroll — he also introduced
new villains. It will not surprise you that this is the demon West: imeHHO0 Takoro ncxoja —
6paToybuiicTBa — XOTeIU Bparu Poccuu: 1 HEOHAIIMCTHI B KueBe, U X 3aaiHble
TIOKPOBUTEU, ¥ PA3HOTO pPojia HallMoHan-npegaTenu (It was exactly this result — fratricide
— that Russia’s enemies wanted: the neo-Nazis in Kyiv and their Western patrons, and all
kinds of national traitors).

It all ended happily because the people were in solidarity, although he didn’t cite any
examples and apparently ignored the groups of mostly young men cheering on the
insurrectionists. But, all the same, Putin said: rpaskgaHcKasi COMMAapHOCTD ITI0Ka3ajia, YTo
10060 MIaHTasK, MTOIMBITKY YCTPOUTDH BHYTPEHHIOI CMYTY 00peueHbI Ha IpoBait (the unity
of the citizens showed that any blackmail, any attempts to foment internal turmoil are
doomed to failure).

In layman’s language: they dodged the bullet.

But by June 27, the emphasis began to change slightly. In his first address in the Kremlin
before members of the armed forces, maTesk was getting a bit less emphasis and the excellent
work of the armed forces was getting more play. They had been working in the vague but dire-
sounding B TpygHBIV 1151 cTpaHbl yac (in the country’s dark hour)...B HenmpocTo cuTyanuu
(in the complicated situation).

Of course, this makes sense. He was speaking to the armed forces and the trick to making a
convincing speech is to tell people they are what you want them to be. And so: BbI
IeMCTBOBAIM YETKO, CIaskeHHO... (You acted with precision and in harmony). Barira
PEIIMOCTD ¥ MY>KeCTBO, TaK Ke KaK Y KOHCOIU/IAIVsI BCero pOCCUMICKOro 0011ecTBa,
CBIFPAJIX OTPOMHYIO, OTIPE/IEISIOIIYI0 POJIb B CTabMIn3ariuu 06cTaHoBKY (Your
commitment and courage as well as the consolidation of the entire Russian nation, played an
enormous and indeed the determining role in stabilizing the situation).

Again, he is not too clear on what situation had to be stabilized, but all the same: Be1
3alUTUIN KOHCTUTYLIIMOHHBIN CTPOH, JKU3Hb, 6€30I1aCHOCTD U CBOOO/TY HAIITUX IPAsKIaH,
ybeperiu Hairy POIUHY OT IOTPSICEHUM, PAaKTUYECKU OCTAHOBUIIU I'PA’KAAHCKYIO BOMHY
(You defended the constitutional order, the life, safety and freedom of our citizens, you
protected our Homeland from turmoil, and in fact stopped a civil war).

But a few minutes later inside the Kremlin, everything gets wishy washy. Suddenly there is a
lot of use of the subjunctive about what might have happened, including this mouthful of 6s1:
A1 Xouy, YTOOBI MbI BCE ITOHSITH, YTO ITPOMUCXOIVIIO U UTO ObI OB1I10, €C/Tv ObI BBI He CIeIaTv
TO, UTO BBI CJI€JIATIN, ¥ He UCIIOTHUIN ObI CBOEr0 BOMHCKOTO JI0JITa U He IPOSIBUIU OBl
BepHocTH mpucsire (I want us all to understand what would have happened if you hadn’t done
what you did and hadn’t carried out your military duties and hadn’t been true to the oath you
took).



What would have happened? ...xaoc B cTpate 65611 661 Her36€3KeH, U IPOTUBHUK, KOHEYHO,
3TUM 6bI BocIionb3oBascs (chaos in the country would have been unavoidable, and of course
the enemy would have taken advantage of that). Very bad, what would have happened,
whatever it might have been: Hem3BecTHO, 4TO0 65! CTaI0 CO CTPaHOM B KOHeUHOM UToOre (It’s
not clear what would have happened to the country in the end).

But in the vague B Takux cnydasx (in these cases) and B oueHb C/105KHBIX YCIIOBUSX (in very
tough conditions), somehow it all worked out. In fact, except for, well whatever happened and
whoever did it, the Wagner guys are okay: Te, KTO CIy>KUI ¥ paboTas B 3TOM KOMITAaHUU —
«Barnep», monb30BaJicsl yBaskeHreM B cTpaHe (the men who served and worked in that
company, Wagner, were well respected in the country).

At this point, I completely lost the plot.

So let’s hear what the traditionally unnamed BuHOBHUK (guilty party) has to say. After all, he
did it, whatever “it” was, so he should know what he did, right?

Yevgeny Prigozhin didn’t call it msTesk, cMyTa, 6yHT, BoccTaHMe or myTd (uprising, riots,
rebellion, insurrection or coup). In fact, he denied that it was anything of the sort. He called it
noxop (hike) or mapiu cripaBepyuBocTHu (march for justice) — you know, as one does with
25,000 armed men heading toward the country’s capital. He said he just wanted to be treated
right and for people to pay attention to all the mistakes being made in battle in Ukraine. Ms1
IIIJTU JJIS1 JEMOHCTPAIIMU CBOEro MPOTeCTa, a He s CBep>KeHUsI BIacTHU B cTpaHe (We
marched to demonstrate our protest, not to overthrow the authorities in the country.)

He couldn’t help but brag a bit about how well they’d done, taking total control of Rostov,
winning the support of the people, getting to within 200 kilometers of Moscow, covering over
780 kilometers on foot there and back to Rostov. So what was it? Actually, Prigozhin said, Mst
IOKa3aii MacTep-KIacc, KAKUM 00pa30M JIOKHO OBUIO BHIIISIZIETH 24 (peBpasisi 2022 roga
(We gave a master class in how it should have looked on Feb. 24, 2022).

So that’s what it was. A master class.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/06/30/take-your-pick-mutiny-coup-uprising-or-nothing-a81702



