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Penza State University

A major university in Russia’s Volga region is urging students to report “suspicious” peers to
the authorities amid heightened anxieties over possible sabotage acts aimed at hampering the
war effort.

Penza State University’s vice-rector in charge of security, Vladimir Shimkin, flagged a Federal
Security Service (FSB) warning that a group of 15-to-21-year-olds is allegedly plotting
attacks in the Penza region.

“Analyze your circle of contacts, especially from among high school and college students,”
Shimkin said in a statement on the university’s website.

“Think about whose behavior lately seems strange to you, maybe someone has become more
secretive, withdrawn drastically limited the circle of communication, changed their interests
or established routine,” he wrote.

https://www.pnzgu.ru/news/2023/05/11/21165085
https://www.pnzgu.ru/news/2023/05/11/21165085


“If there are such people among your acquaintances, don’t keep silent.” 

Related article: Russians Urged to Snitch on Ukraine War Critics in Return to Soviet-Style
Denunciations

President Vladimir Putin has accused the West of having helped Kyiv stage "terror attacks" in
Russia while Moscow pursues its military offensive against Ukraine.

And the head of the FSB last month claimed that Ukraine and the West were recruiting young
Russians to stage armed attacks in their home country.

Russian military enlistment offices have been targeted by a spate of arson attacks since the
start of the war.

In March, authorities arrested a 26-year-old St. Petersburg woman over a cafe bombing that
killed a prominent pro-war blogger.

Moscow has cracked down on criticism of its campaign in Ukraine, with a growing number of
treason cases and long prison sentences for social media dissent.

Many Russians who oppose the war in Ukraine have been reported to the authorities by family
members, neighbors and passersby, in a trend observers say evokes Soviet denunciations. 

State media watchdog Roskomnadzor said it fielded 145,000 such reports in the first six
months of the war in Ukraine.

Analysts say Russian authorities are actively encouraging such denunciations.

Political and media figures have set up online channels for Russians to report information
about “anti-Russian” activities or “fake news” about the military campaign in Ukraine.

AFP contributed reporting.
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