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Russia's state-owned energy giant Gazprom is blaming cuts in gas deliveries to Europe on
"force majeure," two major German customers said on Tuesday, adding to fears about further
disruptions.

"We confirm that we have received a letter from Gazprom Export claiming force majeure
retroactively for past and current gas supply shortfalls," said Uniper, one of Germany's
biggest importers of Russian gas.

Fellow German energy giant RWE told AFP it had received a similar letter from Gazprom but
declined to comment further.

Force majeure is a legal measure allowing companies to free themselves from contractual
obligations in light of circumstances beyond their control.
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"We do not believe this is justified and have formally rejected the force majeure claim," a
Uniper spokesman told AFP.

Bloomberg News said Gazprom's letter was dated July 14 and the force majeure claim was
being applied from a month earlier.

Gazprom has cut flows to Germany via the vital Nord Stream 1 pipeline by some 60% in recent
weeks, blaming the absence of a Siemens gas turbine that was undergoing repairs in Canada.

The repaired turbine is currently understood to be en route to Russia, according to German
media.

The German government has rejected Gazprom's turbine explanation and believes Russia is
squeezing supplies in retaliation for Western sanctions on Moscow over its invasion of
Ukraine.

The Nord Stream 1 pipeline under the Baltic Sea has been shut down since July 11 to undergo
annual maintenance.

It is due to reopen at 04:00 GMT on Thursday but Germany fears Russia will seize the
opportunity to simply keep the taps closed, plunging the continent into an energy crisis.
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