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Only election officials, candidates and political parties will have access to live feeds from the polls in the
upcoming parliamentary vote. Vedomosti / TASS

Russian officials’ plans to restrict live streams from polling stations in upcoming
parliamentary elections have been met with accusations of pre-emptive attempts to conceal
voter fraud, including ballot stuffing.

Russia’s Central Election Committee (CEC) said Wednesday that only members, candidates
and political parties will have access to the live feeds when voters go to the polls from Sept.
17-19. The CEC staggered the vote for the State Duma, the lower house of Russia’s parliament,
over three days to limit the spread of coronavirus as Russia battles its deadliest wave of
infections yet.

Related article: More Russians Barred from Elections Today Than in Soviet Union – Research

Golos, Russia’s last remaining independent election monitor, slammed the CEC’s restrictions
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on polling station livestreams as a “rapid degradation” of elections in Russia.

“The decision is nothing more than an attempt to hide from the public the events that will
take place for three days and two nights at the polling stations,” Golos co-chairman Grigory
Melkonyants said.

The pro-Kremlin United Russia party is seeking to retain its supermajority in the Duma in the
September vote despite historically low approval ratings. Observers say a recent wave of police
raids and detentions of opposition members, as well as tightened election laws that shut out
allies of jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, are an attempt to clear the field of United
Russia’s opponents.

“They’re clearly making sure that video observers don’t notice the falsifications that will
spread online once again,” Melkonyants said in a statement on the watchdog’s website.

In 2012, then-Prime Minister Vladimir Putin ordered webcams to be installed in each of the
country’s 95,000 polling stations at a cost of half a billion dollars. The ambitious program
came in response to the largest public protests in years reacting to widespread allegations of
ballot-box stuffing and other voting irregularities during the 2011 Duma elections.

“It was a big step forward: Video surveillance cameras managed to catch carousel voting,
ballot stuffing, vote-counting falsifications and other violations,” Melkonyants said
Wednesday.

He criticized this year’s reversal, which election officials explained in part by budget
constraints due to the extended voting period, for introducing a “new logic of ‘don’t look, we
have something to hide’.”
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