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More than a year since the start of the pandemic, citizens of only a handful of countries where daily
infection numbers have been deemed safe are permitted to enter Russia. Sergei Karpukhin / TASS

Russia has extended its moratorium on deportations of foreigners with expired visas for
another three months due to the coronavirus pandemic, according to a last-minute decree
President Vladimir Putin signed Tuesday.

Foreign nationals with expired visas had been beset with uncertainty over whether they
should leave the country before Putin’s latest extension of foreign citizens’ residence status
was set to expire on June 15. 

Related article: Russia to Soften Visa Policy for Tourists, Relatives of Russians

In a previous signal that it could lift the moratorium, Russia's Interior Ministry in April asked
migrants from post-Soviet states living in Russia illegally to leave the country by June 15 or
face expulsions and a ban on returning.

http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202106150001?index=1&rangeSize=1
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/07/03/russia-to-soften-visa-policy-for-tourists-relatives-of-russians
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/04/16/russia-tells-illegal-migrants-from-post-soviet-countries-to-leave-by-june-15-a73623


As early as Tuesday afternoon, the Kremlin said that Putin had not yet decided on the
moratorium’s future.

But a presidential decree that appeared on the government portal of legal acts shortly after
stated that foreigners in Russia will not be deported until at least Sept. 30, 2021. 

Depending on where they’re from, foreigners with expired visas are allowed to stay in Russia
for up to 90 days after Russia resumes direct travel with their country of citizenship or
residency.

The Interior Ministry said foreigners whose visas or other temporary residence permits
expired after March 15, 2020, are allowed to settle their legal status at the nearest regional
police headquarters until Sept. 30. 

“If foreign citizens apply, they will not be subject to measures relating to removal from and a
ban on entering Russia,” it said in a statement. “If they don’t, they are granted the right to
leave Russia by Sept. 30.”

According to Putin’s decree, foreigners’ residence and registration documents, as well as
refugee and temporary asylum documents, will not count toward the documents' respective
expiration dates between June 16 and Dec. 31, 2021.

The Interior Ministry added that employers can apply for work permits and employees can
continue working until Dec. 31 or until their contract expires.

The deportation moratorium does not apply to foreign citizens who have been released from
prison, participated in unauthorized anti-government demonstrations or pose a threat to
Russia’s national security.

Russia had temporarily banned entry to all foreign citizens and suspended issuing nearly all
types of visas in spring 2020 in an attempt to slow the spread of Covid-19 within its borders.

More than a year since the start of the pandemic, citizens of only a handful of countries where
daily infection numbers have been deemed safe — as well as foreigners who have Russian
relatives or who are considered highly-qualified specialists — are permitted to enter Russia.
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