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Addressing concerns that it could be used as an “Airbnb or a museum,” a local official vowed that the
house “will not be used for anything other than a home.” Ben Birchall / PA / TASS

British authorities plan to sell the home of former Russian spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter
Yulia three years after their near-fatal poisoning with a Soviet-developed nerve agent, the
BBC reported Wednesday.

Officers found a high concentration of Novichok smeared on the door handle of the Skripals’
home in Salisbury after they were discovered collapsed on a public bench in 2018. Britain
accused Russian military intelligence of poisoning the Skripals, a claim that Moscow denies.

Related article: Skripals Relocate to New Zealand Following Russian Poisoning Attempt –
Reports

According to the BBC, the local council in southwest England’s Wiltshire county announced
plans to buy the Skripals’ house and put it back on the market.

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-wiltshire-56348092
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/07/22/skripals-relocate-to-new-zealand-following-russian-poisoning-attempt-reports
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/07/22/skripals-relocate-to-new-zealand-following-russian-poisoning-attempt-reports


“During the coming months, we will rebuild and refurbish the property to bring it back into
use as a home,” Wiltshire Council leader Philip Whitehead was quoted as saying.

Addressing residents’ concerns that it could be used as an “Airbnb or a museum,” Whitehead
vowed that “the property will not be used for anything other than a home.”

“It will be good to see this house used as a home again,” BBC quoted him as saying.

The Christie Miller Road two-bedroom was one of at least 12 sites that had to be
decontaminated and ruled safe following the March 4, 2018, incident.

The Amesbury apartment of Dawn Sturgess, a local resident who is believed to have been
killed by discarded Novichok four months after the Skripals’ poisoning attempt, was
demolished in 2020.

Sergei Skripal is a former GRU officer who in 2004 was convicted of treason in Moscow for his
work as a double agent for British intelligence. Sentenced to 13 years in a Russian penal
colony, he was freed during a spy swap between the United States and Russia. He relocated to
Salisbury in 2010 and lived openly under his real identity.

The Skripals were reported to have fled under new identities after recovering from the
poisoning.

Western scientists determined last year that a form of Novichok was also used to poison
Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, who fell into a coma on a flight last summer. Russian
authorities jailed him for two and a half years after he returned from recovery in Germany this
year.
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