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More than 4,000 Red List tortoises, which were smuggled into Russia in a cabbage truck, were
safely returned to their Arys region of Kazakhstan, the Russian Interior Ministry said on
Tuesday.

Related article: Russia to Press Ahead With Release of Captive Whales Despite Outcry

The tortoises were hidden amongst cabbage in 24 bags on the back of a truck which was
stopped at the Russia-Kazakhstan border on June 7.

The driver claimed he did not know about the cargo and did not know the owner of the
reptiles, according to the Interior Ministry, which is still investigating the case.
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The ministry, which released footage of the tortoises on Tuesday, said the rare reptiles can
cost around 7,790,000 rubles ($117,284).

Before being returned, police officers housed the reptiles in an empty building at the
Orenburg Pedagogical University, where they were cared for by students and professors for
over a month before they were returned to Kazakhstan.
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