
Albanian Police Arrest Russian 'Islamic
State Fighter'
By Reuters

July 12, 2019

Hektor Pustina / AP / TASS

A Russian national accused of fighting for the Islamic State militant group against Syrian
government forces was arrested in Albania and will be extradited to Russia, Albanian police
said on Friday.

Police said the 34-year-old man, identified as R.M., who was born in and a resident of Norilsk
in Russia, entered Albania illegally after a court in Russia's republic of Chechnya ruled in April
2015 he should be arrested for being part of a terrorist group.

Related article: Russian National Sentenced to 25 Years Over Alleged Terror Plot

"In June 2013, this citizen left Russia for Syria, joined the illegal armed group named 'Islamic
State' and was an active participant in fighting against government forces in Syria," a police
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statement said.

It added NATO member Albania's anti-terror unit had spent several months locating and
identifying the Russian national wanted by Interpol Moscow. Increasing numbers of Russian
and Ukrainian citizens visit Albania during the summer holidays.

Islamic State is a terrorist group banned in Russia.
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