
Russia's RT Pursues Legal Challenge
Over U.K. Watchdog's Ruling
By Reuters

January 17, 2019

Arseni Neskhodimov / TASS

Russia's RT plans to launch a legal challenge over a ruling by Britain's media regulator that it
failed to cover the poisoning of former spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter in an impartial
way.

In the latest twist in a case which has strained ties between Britain and Russia, RT said it
would seek a judicial review over the December ruling by Ofcom that the broadcaster broke
impartiality rules in news and current affairs programmes.

The poisoning, which Britain blamed on Russia, strained relations between the two countries
and led to the biggest Western expulsions of diplomats since the height of the Cold War.
Russia has denied any involvement.

Its media regulator has launched an investigation into the activities of British public
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broadcaster the BBC.

In its ruling, Ofcom said RT failed to give sufficient weight to a range of views in seven current
affairs discussion or news items.

Related article: Media Regulator in Russia Starts Checking Legality of BBC's Operations

"Today RT has informed Ofcom that it will be seeking judicial review of Ofcom's decisions and
process in its breach findings of 20th December against the network," RT said in a statement.

"Ofcom investigated 10 RT programmes, and decided that 7 were in breach; we firmly believe
that none were in breach. RT is left with no choice other than to seek judicial review of the
matter."

Russian officials say RT is a way for Moscow to compete with the dominance of global media
companies based in the United States and Britain which they say offer a particular view of the
world.

Critics say RT, which broadcasts news in English, Arabic and Spanish, is the propaganda arm
of the Russian state and aims is to undermine confidence in Western institutions.

Ofcom has said it will consider further representations made by the licensee, and could
impose sanctions ranging from broadcasting a statement of Ofcom's findings to a financial
penalty and, in the most extreme cases, revoking a licence. 
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