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Pyotr Verzilov, an anti-Kremlin activist being treated in a Berlin hospital for suspected
poisoning, has been given a police guard for his own protection, a close friend who visited him
in hospital said on Tuesday.

Verzilov, publisher of a Russian online news portal with close ties to punk protest group Pussy
Riot, fell ill suddenly two weeks ago, losing his sight, hearing and the ability to walk.

German doctors have not found any traces of poison in his body though they say there is no
other explanation for his condition. Verzilov, in a tweet from hospital on Tuesday, said he had
been stricken by "wonderful poisons ... something new and surprising."

Related article: Anti-Kremlin Activist Regains Consciousness After Suspected Poisoning
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Hunter Heaney, a close friend who visited Verzilov in Berlin's Charite hospital, said he noticed
he was being followed by two unknown people near his home and close to the hospital.

He was worried about his safety and called the German police. The police responded by
putting Verzilov, his family members and Heaney under police guard for their protection.

"We are very definitely under police protection all the time," he told Reuters by phone from
Berlin.

A spokesman for Berlin police said they were in contact with Verzilov and his entourage and
the situation was constantly being assessed. "We ask for your understanding that we do
not comment on possible measures in detail," the spokesman said.

Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, a Pussy Riot member who was previously in a relationship with
Verzilov and has a child from their relationship, visited him in Berlin and returned to Moscow
only on Sunday.

She told Reuters in Moscow that his condition had improved and he could be discharged from
hospital in a few days. She said, though, that he was still suffering from bouts of delirium and
his pupils had dilated.

Related article: How the Kremlin Is Poisoning Itself (Op-Ed)

Nika Nikulshina, with whom Verzilov is currently in a relationship, told Reuters: "Forecasts
are good although Petya (Verzilov) is not yet stable."

Earlier, a Berlin doctor said Verzilov was likely poisoned as there was no other explanation so
far as to why Verzilov was in such a condition. However, no official evidence of poisoning has
been found in his body, according to Tolokonnikova.

Verzilov was one of four Pussy Riot activists who ran onto the pitch during the soccer World
Cup final in Moscow in July to protest police brutality. When he fell ill, he was treated in a
Russian hospital for four days before being flown to Berlin for further care.

Tolokonnikova said Russian doctors concluded he was not poisoned, and diagnosed him with
psyschological problems. She said that, despite that diagnosis, the doctors had pumped his
stomach and carried out liver dialysis.

In a Twitter post on Tuesday, Verzilov said: "I've been relatively conscious now only for the
past three days, and before that it was like being in a black hole."

He added: "I am spending my days in the friendly company of wonderful poisons. But not
polonium 210 or Novichok, but something new and surprising."

Polonium is the radioactive isotope that poisoned former Russian spy Alexander Litvinenko in
London in 2006. He later died, and British police alleged he was the victim of a Russian state-
sponsored plot, an allegation denied by Moscow.

British officials identified Novichok, a Soviet-developed nerve agent, as the substance which
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last year poisoned former Russian double agent Sergei Skripal and his daughter. They
survived. Russian has denied any involvement. 

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/09/26/anti-kremlin-activist-taken-under-protection-by-german-
police-a62993


