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Moscow City Hall has given an anti-Kremlin left-wing activist permission to hold a
demonstration the day before President Vladimir Putin’s inauguration.

Left Front leader Sergei Udaltsov spent more than four years behind bars for organizing
protests in the wake of Russia’s 2012 presidential elections. This week, he filed paperwork to
hold a rally of up to 2,000 people north of central Moscow’s Garden Ring on May 6, on the eve
of the inauguration.

“Moscow administration officials just now informed organizers by phone they approved the
May 6, 14:00 meeting at Suvorovsky Ploshchad,” Udaltsov wrote on Twitter Wednesday.
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Только что чиновники Правительства Москвы по телефону сообщили
организаторам о том, что согласовали проведение 6 мая с 14.00 на
Суворовской площади митинга «Нам нужна законная власть! Обсуждение
инаугурации Владимира Путина» с количеством участников до 2 000
человек pic.twitter.com/LCGEtZSS9W

— Сергей Удальцов (@s_udaltsov) 25 Απριλίου 2018

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny’s request to hold a pre-inauguration demonstration in
central Moscow on May 5 was rejected by city authorities, citing conflicts with Victory Day
rehearsals. They have suggested two alternative locations.

“We are not slaves,” Navalny tweeted Tuesday, rejecting City Hall’s offer and urging
supporters to show up on central Moscow’s Manezh Square.

City Hall is scheduled to meet with Navalny’s team later on Thursday to seek a compromise on
the demonstration location.
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