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The U.S. government agency that funds media in Russia has hit back after the Kremlin’s new
foreign agent law was signed by President Vladimir Putin Saturday.

News networks funded by the Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG) including Voice of
America and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) were singled out as potential targets
of the new law by Russian lawmakers during discussions in the State Duma.

The law allows prosecutors to restrict foreign-funded media outlets “whose activity is
recognized as unwanted in the Russian Federation” from accessing telecommunications
networks including the internet.

Russian lawmakers claimed that the new law was a reciprocal measure retaliating against the
registration of Kremlin-backed media as foreign agents in the U.S. earlier this month. The
head of the BBG, however, claimed that such a characterization “severely distorts reality.”



“Russian media, including RT and Sputnik, are free to operate in the United States and can be,
and are, carried by U.S. cable television outlets and FM radio stations,” BBG CEO John Lansing
said in a statement.

"However, U.S international media, including VOA and RFE/RL, are banned from television
and radio in Russia.”

The Russian Justice Ministry earlier sent warning letters to VOA, RFE/RL, and the Current
Time television network saying that they could be labeled “foreign agents” under the new
law.
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