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The Justice Ministry is revoking the registration of election-monitoring group Golos as
a "foreign agent" and has refunded the fines the non-governmental organization has paid
for refusing to register voluntarily, the group said.

In a surprise announcement that followed searches at the organization's offices and its
employees' homes earlier this month, the Justice Ministry has begun the process of removing
Golos from its lists of "foreign agents," the group said Wednesday via Twitter. Ruling that
the designation was an "error," the ministry has also refunded the fines, it added.

"Unexpectedly, the Justice Ministry has shown support for our fundraising campaign!
The fines have been refunded!" Golos quipped in another message.
Founded in 2000, Golos played a key role in exposing widespread violations during the 2011
parliamentary elections. In 2013, it became the first organization in Russia to be slapped with
the "foreign agent" label.
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Investigators raided its offices and the homes of Golos leaders on July 7, seizing computers
and memory cards, in what the group's lawyer described as an attempt to paralyze its work.

But Golos has passed a Justice Ministry "screening," allowing it to be removed from the
"foreign agents" list, Grigory Melkonyants, a member of the NGO's council, told Dozhd
television.

Melkonyants said his group "got a refund of a 400,000 ruble fine that we paid for not having
voluntarily registered [as a 'foreign agent']," Dozhd reported. The amount equals about
$6,975 at today's rate.

But while pressure seemed to be off Golos, a court in the Urals imposed the same fine
Wednesday on non-governmental group Perm-36 for failing to register as a "foreign agent."
The group operated a museum commemorating gulag prisoners on the site of a former labor
camp.

Russian law requires groups that receive funding from abroad and engage in vaguely defined
political activities to register as "foreign agents" and identify themselves as such on any
printed material — a dismal prospect in the eyes of many activists, given that the Soviet-era
term dates had for decades been used to mean "spy."

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/07/23/russian-election-monitoring-ngo-golos-removed-from-f
oreign-agents-list-a48470


