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Russian anti-drug chief Viktor Ivanov, standing before a briefing, has opposed many international HIV
programs.

Russian researchers in Novosibirsk announced on Tuesday that they are ready to proceed with
the second phase of clinical trials for an HIV/AIDS vaccine, but need 200-300 million rubles
($4.9-7.3 million) to fund the trials, RIA Novosti reported, citing a top scientist involved
in the project.

A U.S. attempt to cure a baby born with HIV was originally reported to be successful when
announced in March, but several months later tests showed that the virus had returned.

Responding to the initial reports that the U.S. had found a cure, Russia's Health Ministry HIV
specialist Alexei Mazus said that Russian-made HIV cures were under way in three research
centers across the country, and that authorities hoped that at least one of them would show
results.
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One of those centers, the Vector state virology and biotechnology center in Novosibirsk,
announced Tuesday that its vaccine, known as KombiVIChvak, has made significant progress
and is ready for phase-two clinical trials.

"KombiVIChvak is Russia's only vaccine against AIDS to reach the second phase of clinical
trials," said the center's general director, Valery Mikheyev. Unfortunately, the center has yet
to secure the funding necessary to conduct the next set of trials, he added.

According to Mikheyev, the second round of trials, which focuses on testing the vaccine on a
higher number of humans, can be completed in less than two years with the proper funding.

Vektor announced it was beginning trials of its vaccine in 2010 and described it as one of the
most advanced potential HIV/AIDS vaccines in the world.

Russia has one of the highest HIV infection rates in the industrialized world, driven in part
by high rates of drug use. Health officials, however, have favored public information
campaigns over internationally common programs like needle exchanges or methadone
treatment in the fight against drug addiction.

While HIV globally is declining, Russia's infections are rising. Ten years ago, 170,000 Russians
had the virus. Today, the estimated number is 1.2 million. New Russian infections account
for some 55 percent of all new cases in Europe, the International Business Times reported
in mid-September.
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