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Lavrov and Kerry agreed to continue talks about the situation in Ukraine at a future date.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has reiterated Russia's stance that the way to solve
political turmoil in Ukraine is by federalizing the country, while his U.S. counterpart John
Kerry insisted on the need for Russia to reduce its military presence in the region.

At a closed meeting with the U.S. Secretary of State in Paris on Sunday night, Lavrov said that
constitutional reform in Ukraine should include greater autonomy for Russian-speaking
eastern Ukraine in order to "ensure unity," Interfax reported. The Kremlin plan for a federal
Ukraine is thought to give the country's regions the ability to develop closer ties to Russia.

Earlier this month Russia annexed Crimea, a largely-Russian peninsula in southern Ukraine
that had seen increasing separatist tension after a pro-Western government took power
in Kiev from ousted Ukrainian president and Kremlin ally Viktor Yanukovych. The Ukrainian
government, the U.S. and many Western countries have condemned the annexation and the
referendum that led to it as illegal.



Lavrov said after the four-hour meeting with Kerry that Ukrainians must decide the matter
themselves and that "no one can impose any scheme on them," a puzzling statement seeing
the meeting did not include an Ukrainian representative.

Kerry said the current Kiev government should be present during future talks and is
ultimately responsible for solving the country's questions but that Russian troops near
the border have created a climate of "fear and intimidation" and should be removed.

An estimated 40,000 troops are stationed in western Russia near Ukraine, The Guardian
reported, though Lavrov has denied that Russia has any intention of invading eastern Ukraine.

The pair agreed to continue talks about the situation in Ukraine at a future date.
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