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Russia will launch two Glonass navigation satellites later this year to make up for the loss
of three satellites in the recent Proton rocket explosion after launch from the Baikonur space
center in Kazakhstan, a senior space industry official said.

"We are planning to launch two satellites from the Plesetsk space center [in northern Russia]
to replenish the Glonass orbital grouping following the recent Proton-M accident," said
Nikolai Testoyedov, the head of the Information Satellite Systems company, which
manufactures satellites for the Glonass project.

"The first Glonass is scheduled for launch in the beginning of September, while the second
will be at the end of October," Testoyedov said earlier this week.

The official added that both satellites would be launched using Soyuz rockets, which have
proven to be more reliable than ill-fated Protons.
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A group of 29 Glonass satellites is currently in orbit, with 24 of them in operation, three
spares, one in maintenance, and one in test flight phase, according to the Federal Space
Agency.

Glonass, which was officially launched in 1993, is Russia's answer to the US Global
Positioning System, or GPS. It provides real-time positioning and speed data for surface, sea
and airborne objects with an accuracy of one meter.

The Glonass system requires at least 18 operational satellites for continuous navigation
services across the entire territory of Russia and 24 satellites to provide navigation services
worldwide.

By 2020, Russia plans to have 30 Glonass-M and new-generation Glonass-K satellites
in orbit, including six in reserve, the space agency says.
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