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Polygraph Tests Could Be Used to
Tackle Corruption
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State officials could be subjected to polygraph tests.

Mandatory polygraph testing for current and prospective state officials will be discussed
at the meeting of the presidential anti-corruption council in June, a news report said Monday.

The initiative to introduce lie detector testing is currently at the planning stage, but if
the proposal is accepted it will be added to anti-corruption legislation, a source in the
presidential administration told Izvestia.

Anatoly Kucherena, a member of the presidential anti-corruption council, said the initiative
comes from the Kremlin as well as council members.

Ilya Kostunov of the State Duma committee on security and counteracting corruption said
the body is considering various anti-corruption measures and is working to make them part
of the legislation.
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He said the proposal to use lie detectors for testing officials ""one of the most interesting
ideas."

Kostunov added that mandatory polygraph testing of its employees is currently standard
practice at the Federal Security Service and other law enforcement and security agencies,
although it is not mandatory for other officials.

Psychological testing for government officials, especially those related to budgetary issues, is
also being proposed.

"It is important to find out what a person's attitude to state property is, because he will make
his decisions accordingly," Kostunov said.

Meanwhile, Grigory Golosov, a professor at the European University in St. Petersburg called
the new measures "archaic" and said that real political competition and a working electoral
system are the most efficient ways of fighting corruption among state officials.

"Polygraph testing is not a useless measure, but a very weak one," Golosov said.
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