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Long-serving Moscow Deputy Mayor Vladimir Resin, who has exercised huge influence over the city's
real estate market. Sergei Nikolayev

City Hall's top real estate official, Vladimir Resin, who has worked in the construction
industry since the Khrushchev era, has traded his post for a State Duma seat, RIA-Novosti
reported Tuesday.

Mayor Sergei Sobyanin also removed Monday long-serving Deputy Mayor Lyudmila
Shvetsova, who was elected to the Duma on United Russia's ticket along with Resin, a first
deputy mayor.

Both officials have been prominent fixtures of the capital's political landscape during
the tenure of Sobyanin's predecessor, Yury Luzhkov, from 1992 to 2010.

Resin and Shvetsova retained their posts after Luzhkov was sacked by the Kremlin over a "loss
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of confidence," but many analysts saw it as a temporary measure needed to ensure a smooth
transfer of power to Sobyanin's team.

The removal of Luzhkov-era officials is to continue next year, a city government official told
The Moscow Times.

"New tasks are in the cards, and you need to be in better shape to tackle them," said
the official, who asked for anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly.

The only Luzhkov-era deputy mayor to remain on the job now is Pyotr Biryukov, who is
in charge of communal utilities. No plans for his possible removal have been announced.

Vladimir Petrosyan, head of the city's welfare department, was appointed as a temporary
replacement to Shvetsova, despite earlier reports by Vedomosti that her successor might be
Sergei Kapkov, who heads the city's culture department.

No replacement for Resin was announced. Sobyanin said earlier that he intended to eliminate
the first deputy mayor's post after Resin's departure.

Resin, 75, has worked in construction since 1962. He came to the city government in 1990
and also oversaw the capital's lucrative construction sector, which underwent a boom in the
2000s.

In 2009, Vedomosti reported that Resin was wearing wristwatches worth $1 million, which he
could not afford on his official salary. Resin denied the price tag.

Shvetsova, 62, came to City Hall in 1994 after a stint at the federal government and was
responsible for social policy. She earned praise from the city's Georgian diaspora
for promoting cultural ties between Moscow and Tbilisi after a brief Russia-Georgia war
in 2008.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2011/12/13/2-deputy-moscow-mayors-join-state-duma-a11413


